
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The BFG  



A guide to English at South End 

Junior School  
  

‘English Pathway’  
 

Welcome to South End Junior’s English 

Pathway. 

  

At South End, we strive to make English as accessible and enjoyable as we 

can for every child. To do this we focus on four key literacy skills:  

 

Spoken Language Reading Writing   

 Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling 

Why are these skills important?  
  

1. Accessing information  

Good literacy skills are vitally important because they open up access to all 

types of learning. Children who are literate can learn all about science,      

history, geography and all other subjects by being able to access written  

material in books and other sources.  

2. Enjoyment and Enrichment  

They can enjoy reading fiction and poetry, escape into imaginary worlds and 

develop their knowledge and understanding of new worlds to enrich their own 

language.   

  

3. Confidence and Clarity  

If they learn to speak confidently and clearly they are able to discuss a wide 

variety of topics and express their own opinions.  

  

4. Originality and Pride  

If they learn to write well they can share information and create their own 
texts in response to their experiences while taking pride in what they have 
written.   

Spoken Language 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge  

 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes, including for expressing feelings  

 maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, 

staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments  

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  

 speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

 participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 

improvisations and debates  

 gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  

 consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others  

 select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.  

 

Reading  

Reading at South End Junior  
At South End Junior, we pride ourselves on not only having a wide range of 

high-quality fiction and non-fiction texts but also having some fantastic areas 

for your children to enjoy reading alone or with their peers. Reading 

opportunities are available in both The Avenue (fiction texts) and The R Zone 

(reference texts) and both of these areas have engaging seating areas. The 

Huddle has also been fully equipped for your child to sit comfortably with a 

book. Each learning base is equipped with a ‘Book Nook’ – an area where your 

child can relax and read, whilst being emerged in a theme, chosen in 

partnership by the teacher and children. 

  

Accelerated Reader  
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computer-based program that helps teachers to 

monitor children’s reading comprehension skills and guide reading choices to 

ensure children are reading books that support gradual progress, rightly 

recognising that reading is not solely about a child’s ability to decode words 

using phonic knowledge.   

  

Children will take home AR reading books and within their ZPD (zone of 

proximal development). You will know they are an AR book because they will 

have a coloured sticker on the spine with a decimal number written on, and a 

sticker inside the front cover with information such as the book level, interest 

level and quiz number. Of course, pupils can read books that are not an AR 

book but they will only be able to quiz on AR books and use the results of these 

quizzes to work towards a set target.   

  

The ZPD range is set for every child based in the result of the STAR reading 

quiz they sat in the previous term, which is re-sat five times a year. By reading 

books in this range, for at least 30 minutes every day in school plus extra at 

home, children should make optimum progress in reading. Childrens’ ZPD 



ranges and their points target can be found on the front page of their reading 

record and will be updated after each STAR quiz. Please encourage your child 

to explore books across their ZPD, rather than sticking to a lower or upper end 

of the range. 

  

Recording the reading children complete at home in their reading record, 

ideally, at least five times a week, is strongly encouraged to parents/carers. 

When children feel they have completed a book, and do not need to re-read to 

fully understand it, they may quiz on the book in school as soon as possible. 

Quizzes should be taken within 48 hours of completing a book and any 

completed on a Friday evening, can be quizzed on Monday.   

 

  

 Read with, and to, your child regularly. This should not stop because your 

child has become an independent reader. You can help them to access 

an increasing range of different texts and authors.  

  Talk about why things happened and what might happen next.   

  Discuss the characters—who is their favourite and why?  

  Ask how the books made them feel.  

  Look for similarities and differences between books by the same      

author.  

  Be a good role model, show that you enjoy reading.  

 Visit the library with your child to borrow books for you to read to them and 

for them to read to you. The library holds a reading challenge each year 

during the summer holidays which really encourages children to enjoy 

reading as there are prizes to be won.   

 Provide opportunities for your child to read in different contexts. For example: 

newspapers, magazines, comics, instructions in recipes, games or model 

making as well as signs and information on trips out.  

  

   

Things to consider when reading with a child  
  

  Reading should always be a positive, enjoyable experience.  

  Children need praise when reading.  

  Sit somewhere comfortable and quiet to really enjoy a book.  

  Avoid times when they (or you) are tired or in a hurry.   

  If you model reading to your child by reading AR books to them that 
are just above their range, they are able to quiz on these by selecting 
the option that the book has been read to them.  

  

How you can best support your child in the development of key      

literacy skills.  
  
During the school day, we try our hardest to enable our child to progress in 
English. To help your child even more, you could use some of these ideas 
at home:  
  

  Look at and read print together when out and around the house.  

  Let your child see you reading books, newspapers and magazines. This 

will help them to see reading as exciting and for everyone.  

        Don’t expect your child to be able to read every word in the book,    instead 

share the book together.  

       Don’t worry if your child guesses some of the words, this helps your 

child make more sense of the book and shows they are understanding 

the text.   
  

Writing  

  

   Only use capital letters at the beginnings of names and sentences  

     (and for ‘I’ when it’s on its own).  

   Be a good role model. Show how you value and use your ability as a writer.  

 Play word games with your child. For example: I Spy and Scrabble to 

encourage a wider, more exciting vocabulary.  

 Be positive—do not be over critical if your child struggles to spell some 

words. Continuous criticism when learning any new skill can   result in 

a child becoming reluctant to try.   

 Encourage writing opportunities at home. For example:  keeping a   diary, 

writing letters or emails. Children could also write reviews of       

activities they have participated in.  

How we ensure progression  
  
At SEJ, we teach English through the ‘Talk 4 Writing’ initiative.(T4W) We use the 

National Curriculum as the base for our planning and teach text types, both 



fiction and non-fiction, through the four stages below. We open the door to our 

English pathway with a Cold Write. We use this writing to address the key 

grammar, punctuation and spelling skills required to teach before beginning the 

planning process. A toolkit is constructed with the children which is then used to 

assess how successful the children feel they have been. At the end of each 

chapter, the children will use their newly acquired skills in an independent piece 

of writing called a Hot Write. 

  

Planning 
 

 Baseline assessments (set targets) 

 Refine language and adapt model texts 

 

Imitation 
 Creative hook & context 

 Internalise model text – text map 

 Deepen understanding e.g. using drama 

 Reading as a reader: vocabulary focus, comprehension, structure and 

layout etc 

 Reading as a writer: boxing-up the text, analysing features and constructing 

the toolkit. 
 

Innovation 
 Generate new ideas and plan this using a new boxing-up grid 

 Shared writing – innovate on the model text 

 Pupils write their own version  

 Teacher assesses work and plans next steps 

 Feedback regarding ways to improve is shared with the children 
 

Independent application  
 Next steps are applied to the innovation 

 Pupils write a new version independently 
  

 

Grammar, Punctuation & Spellings  
  

Grammar and punctuation skills are taught alongside the T4W process. Once a 

Cold Write is complete, teachers will use the writing to identify which areas of 

grammar and punctuation are required to teach, or consolidate, to make the best 

progress possible. Children are tested on their understanding of grammar, 

punctuation and spelling three times a year during our test points. We ensure 

that curriculum coverage is accurate but we also use QLAs (Question Level 

Analysis) from previous test points to plug any gaps in learning that may become 

apparent. 

Spelling rules and exceptions are taught to the children as part of the       

curriculum via the Spelling Shed programme. Children are able to access 

Spelling Shed via their online log-in where they can play games based on the 

statutory spellings, complete assignments and score points based on their 

outcomes. In addition, children are given the statutory core spellings for Years 

3&4 and Years 5&6 to learn. These words are sent home fortnightly to be 

practised either independently, or with parents and carers, which is followed by 

a test. 

  
 


