


There are many opportunities for your children to demonstrate 

their own musical talents within the school. They can do this 

through: 

School performances 

Every child at South End Junior gets their chance to 

demonstrate their singing, dancing and acting skills in our 

school performances. Year 3 start off the academic year with a 

Harvest Festival. Year 5 will dazzle you with a Christmas 

performance. Year 4 perform at Easter and Year 6 are in 

charge of the bIg end of year show after completing their 

SATs. 

Summer Concert 

A double performance of the children’s musical ability takes 

place during term 6 at school and is a wonderful extravaganza 

of music and dance talent. 

Music Lessons 

Our timetabled music sessions in which your child will be given 

many practical opportunities to show their skills. 

Music Clubs 

The school offers music lessons for those wishing to learn 

recorders, drums, guitar, violin, clarinet and flute. We also 

have a choir which takes place after school. The choir take 

part in many performances in our local community throughout 

the year. 

 



Year 6 

In their last year of Key stage 2, year 6 explore body 

percussion focusing on ‘Connect It’ produced by the 

composer Anna Meredith.  In 'Connect It' a variety of 

rhythmic sounds and movements are passed between the 

performers. This musical effect is known as a canon. A 

canon is where two or more instruments, voices or sounds 

play the same music, but starting at different times.  

The spring term unit explores musical styles in Britain during 

the 1930’s and 1940’s and focuses on music popular during 

the Second World War.  Pupils begin by exploring songs 

which were popular during WWII investigating their melodic 

shape and how melodies can move by steps and leaps. 

Pupils then move onto explore the instrumental genre of 

Swing Music and Big Bands, moving to a piece of Swing 

Music and exploring how Theme and Variations is used in a 

piece of Big Band Music.  

Year 6 complete their musical journey with a final unit on the 

recorder and a taster of the ukulele. The year is rounded off  

with an end of year show which is practised and performed in 

music sessions beforehand. 



The South End Musical Learning Journey 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest 

forms of creativity. We aim to engage and inspire pupils to 

develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so 

increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. Here is a short description of each year groups 

journey. 

Year 3 

Year 3 begin their Key Stage 2 journey enjoying learning 

songs, in readiness for their Harvest Festival. The children then 

move onto learning about pulse and rhythm 

with basic percussion. Their first experience 

of tuned instruments is a fun term with 

Boomwhackers.           

They extend their notation knowledge with 

Glockenspiels and complete the year looking 

at famous composers. 

Year 4 

Linked in with their D&P subject, year 4 start the year using 

Ancient Egyptians to explore musical dynamics and texture. 

Terms 2 & 3 are spent growing their notation knowledge further 

with recorders and composing their own 

piece of music. Term 4 is all about 

learning the songs for their spring 

production. After Easter the children 

learn all about the instruments of the 

orchestra and the families that 

instruments belong to. Year 4 complete 

the year looking at how music can be created from junk. 

 

Year 5 

The first term in Year 5 in spent looking at Space so this is an 

excellent opportunity for them to study ‘The Planets Suite’ by 

Gustav Holst. Pupils listen to different extracts from “The 

Planets” at various points throughout the unit, beginning with 

“Mars, The Bringer of War”, exploring how Holst based this 

movement on an ostinato pattern.  

In the run up to their Christmas production, children will be 

found singing and rehearsing. 

Term 3’s unit takes a historical starting point as a basis for an 

exploration into Tudor Music.  Pupils begin by learning about 

Tudor Dance Music and in particular, The Pavane, as a 

popular Tudor Dance.  Pupils identify its characteristic musical 

features and rhythms before attempting to dance The Pavane. 

Fanfares are explored and children work towards composing 

their own fanfare. 

Year 5 hone their instrument skills on the recorder and end the 

year exploring melodic shape and dynamics using water as the 

focus. 

 

 


