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 South End 
www.southendjunior.com 

 Dear parents/carers 

 

Where did term 4 go? It seems like yesterday we returned 

after our half term break! Following the rain and wind we 

are finally starting to see some more Spring-like days. 

Let’s hope it stays this way! 

 

This term has once again been incredibly busy.  Year 4 

children took to the stage with their annual production 

called ‘Peace Child’.  All of the Year 4 children, and the 

Year 4 team should be congratulated on a superb 

performance. Well done Year 4.  

 

A huge thank you to our community for supporting Red 

Nose day once again this year. With your support we 

have managed to raise £245.25 for good causes.  

 

This term our Doorways and Pathways theme has been 

’Perfect Planet’. All children have engaged in their 

learning and strengthened their skills further. Next term, 

we shall be focussing on ‘Going Green’. 

 

This term, we have been focusing on the value of 

Courage. We have seen so many children 

demonstrating courage in their learning, at the pool and 

at home. Next term, we launch the value of 

perseverance.  

 

The Daily Mile path is up and running and we are trying 

our very best to ensure children have the opportunity to 

walk every day. It is fantastic to see this being used even 

before our school day begins.  

 

In March, we hosted World Book Day and focused on a 

book by  Oliver Jeffers, ‘The day the crayons quit’. The 

children looked absolutely amazing! We had lots of 

parents who came in before school to share a book too -  

thank you.  

 

 

Our Spring parents’ evening sessions were very well 

attended. It was lovely to see our children take great 

pleasure in sharing their achievements in their books. If 

you have not managed to meet your child's teacher yet, 

please contact the admin team to book an 

appointment. 

 

Next term, it is  time for our Year 6 children to shine, time 

for them to  show everyone how fantastic they are, time 

for them to sit their SATs tests and be proud. We are sure 

they will all do their very best in show-casing their 

learning journey at South End. If you have any questions 

about the tests, please speak to a member of the Year 6 

team. 

 

Next term, we will find out who are new children are for 

Year 3 in September; Year 2 children will begin to start 

their transition process shortly. There will be a meeting for 

all new parents/carers in June. 

 

And finally, our team… 

 

We said goodbye to Miss Hayes in March, who has 

started her maternity leave. She is expecting her baby in 

May. Congratulations to Miss McMurdo who will be 

getting married over the Easter break. Upon return, she 

will be Mrs Jennings. Our PE coach, Mr Roberts, will be 

leaving us this term to start a new job at Bedford 

University. We wish Mr Roberts all the very best in his new 

post. 

 

Have a well-deserved Easter break and enjoy quality 

time with family and friends. 

 

See you at the gate!  

 

Kind regards 

 

Miss G Kaur 

Headteacher                  

echo 
Including: latest VIP winners, year group updates, news and diary dates. 

A message from the Head 
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Joseph W 

Ashley S 

Tom H 

Aidan G 

Lily C 

Molly S 

Maddie W 

Lucy M 

Beth J 

Harrison S 

Klaudia I 

Haniyah M 

Mayson M 

Millie T 

Joshua TS 

Nyla A 

Emily H 

Kady S 

Jessica O 

Raheem B 

Victor T 

Demi S 

Ava S 

Callum F 

PICASSO 

AYRES 

MATISSE 

LEWIS 

ROWLING 

DAVINCI 

ARCHIMEDES 

ENGELBART DAHL 

GALILEO 

ARISTOTLE 

EINSTEIN 

Ignite 

Excel Resolve 

Connect 

 

465        305 528          327 

414         448 444           311 

Seb K 



 

Inspiring the learning journey!                  www.southendjunior.com                                         @SouthEndJrSch 

3 
News...! 

echo 
www.southendjunior.com 

@SouthEndJrSch 

 

echo 

 

This term, Year 3 have shown so much courage while taking risks in their learning. We 

have been encouraging children to attempt to master their learning by having a go at 

more challenging tasks. Those who do not usually contribute in lessons, have regularly 

had their hands up to involve themselves in learning as much as possible. Our values 

stone pots have never been so full!  

In English this term, we have been writing stories. We have had 

a big focus on vocabulary and have been amazed with 

some of the words children have included in their writing. Year 

3 are becoming much more confident with using thesauruses 

to improve their language. They are also beginning to use 

some ideas and words that they have gathered from the vast 

amount of stories they have read.  We have noticed that 

children who read a wider variety of books have developed 

better vocabulary, so please encourage your child to read as 

many different text types as possible. We are also getting 

children to be more ‘FAB’ (fussy and bothered) about their 

writing and, as a result, their presentation has greatly 

improved.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on mental addition and subtraction to improve our 

speed when problem solving. Children have also been learning how to measure 

accurately and convert measurements of length by multiplying and dividing by 10 and 

100. Children are continuing to improve their speed on TTRockstars. This remains a big 

focus for us so please continue to encourage children to practise their times tables as 

much as possible.  

In Science this term, we have been doing an investigation to find out what plants need 

to grow. We have planted the same seeds in a variety of 

different conditions so that we can find out the things that 

enable plants to live. It turns out that plants can grow in more 

extreme conditions than we predicted so please ask your 

child what we discovered.  

We want to say another big thank you for your support this 

term. Children were so excited about sharing their learning 

with you on parents’ evening. As well as sharing their 

achievements, they came in the next day buzzing about their 

next steps. Thank you for sharing these with your child. We are 

very proud of them for wanting to get even better at their 

learning!  
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The Spring term is over! What an exceptional term it has been! We must begin by thanking you 

all for your support with our production of 'Peace Child'. The children put so much effort into 

creating an entertaining show for you all, and the Year 4 team are so proud of them all. We 

hope you enjoyed watching as much as we enjoyed performing! 

Our swimming unit has come to an end and the children have made wonderful progress! Not 

only have many of them become more confident in the water, but they have also secured 

some new skills too. Thank you for ensuring that the children have come to school equipped for 

this part of the curriculum. 

Learning at school has continued to be non-stop. In Doorways and Pathways, our children have 

loved finding out about volcanoes. We have become volcano experts, looking at how they are 

formed, what makes them so deadly and which eruptions have 

gone down in history. We have also used volcanoes within some of 

our English learning too, which hooked many of our writers! 

The Year 4 team have been particularly impressed with times tables 

this term. As you know, we will be taking part in the pilot of the 

statutory times tables test with the Year 4s this summer. It's wonderful 

to see our children so engaged in 'TT Rockstars'. Remember that the 

children can keep playing this at home too! 

We hope that you all manage to have a restful break with your loved 

ones. Keep reading; practising your spellings; and revising those times 

tables, and your little South Enders will be rewarded with merits! See 

you in the Summer term! 
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       News...! 

It has been another busy term for Year 5 and we are certainly ready for a well-earned break.  In 

our Doorways and Pathways chapter, ‘Around the world with a storyteller’, we have been 

learning about the techniques and types of stories that are told in different countries.  These 

have included Native American tales, that we retold with drawings on a buffalo hide; traditional 

Polish stories;  and Aboriginal Dreamtime stories. When learning about the background to these 

types of tales, we were all ‘wowed’ by Mr Marchment, who came to visit us. He retold the story, 

Alinga the Lizard Man and the Creation of Ulruru’. Leaving the children spellbound with his 

wonderful storytelling has encouraged them to write. 

This theme has also continued in English where we have been writing our own ‘Just So’ stories. 

These have focussed on the use of speech punctuation, relative clauses and using expanded 

noun phrases to add detail.  Also, in Art, we learned about illuminated manuscripts and carefully 

used our drawing and painting skills to illustrate the first letter of our ‘Just So’ stories.  

Our science this term focussed on forces.  Our favourite part of this learning was when we 

received a letter from Mr Roberts, who had concerns over the slippy plaza floor. We had to plan 

and carry out an investigation to find the most suitable flooring and then write a letter to Mr 

Huck suggesting which would be the best new flooring after considering our results.  

Computing this term has been computerless! We have learned about different forms of 

communication including Morse code and semaphore. It was great to see the children having 

fun sending secret messages to each other. 

Next term we look forward to starting our swimming lessons, visiting Rushden Academy and 

learning about the history of toys and games.  
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The core focus of our English lessons this term has been grammar. The children have responded 

commendably well to the high level of expectation and increased pace in order to get them 

‘secondary-school ready’. In only a few short weeks, Year 6 have learnt: the difference 

between the simple, perfect and progressive tenses in both past and present; how to use the 

layout device of bullet points with consistency; how to identify the subject, verb and objects in 

sentences; how to spot prepositions and how they can be distinguished from conjunctions; all 

main types of pronouns and determiners; to identify main, subordinating and relative clauses 

and write them using correct and accurate punctuation; and how to find and create 

expanded noun phrases of varying structures. There have been occasions when the grammar 

learning has put pupils’ mindsets and resilience to the test, but in true South End style, they 

showed perseverance and determination to conquer the challenge. Mrs Gibbs has been truly 

proud! 

 

In reading comprehension lessons this term, the Year 6 children have been exploring a variety 

of different texts and images. They have enjoyed reading extracts from stories and have been 

so inspired that many of them have gone on to read the whole book. It has been a pleasure to 

see their enthusiasm for reading grow and their comprehension skills develop as a result of this. 

The children have learnt a range of strategies to help them understand the meaning of words in 

context and have been inferring meaning, using evidence from the text or image to support 

their ideas. 

 

In maths, our Monday Arithmetic Challenge has continued… The children have made egg-

cellent progress and scores have been creeping closer and closer to 40. Who is going to win 

the coveted Easter egg? In the other lessons, we have continued to improve our knowledge, 

studying topics such as fractions, ratio and volume. In the afternoons, all classes have been 

enjoying working with their peers on some active maths! We have been plotting co-ordinates; 

reflecting and translating shapes; and measuring angles. 

 

At the beginning of this term, we launched a 'Grow a Pound' project for Year 6. For the project, 

each child in Year 6 was lent a one pound coin by the school to 'grow' into a larger amount of 

money. From cake sales and car washes, to selling homemade Italian food and sewing goods 

to sell, the children have had so many brilliant and original ideas; it has been inspiring to see! All 

of the profit raised will go towards the children's end-of-year party. So far, the children have had 

some fabulous ideas of things they would like to see at their party: pizza, ice creams, inflatables, 

films and even go-karts! From their initial ideas and success, it seems that the Year 6's will be 

having a fabulous party to celebrate their time at SEJS come July.  The deadline for all money 

raised to be back in school is Wednesday 24th April in order to allow us to plan and make 

bookings for the children. Thank you so much for your support with this project so far and see 

you on the other side of the Easter holiday! 
 

       News...! 
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Due to the fact that we have a number of children in school with a nut allergy, may 

we remind you (and advise any new parents/carers) that we request you do not send 

your children into school with nuts or a product that has pieces of nut in it.  This will 

include peanut butter and Nutella. 

This does not mean you cannot send your child with products that have been manufactured in 

a place where nuts have previously been contained.   

We thank you for your understanding and appreciate your co-operation in helping to reduce 

risks and keep everyone safe. 

If you are parking in the streets and roads around the school, 

could I ask you please to consider whether you are driving and 

parking safely?  

 

Please let’s try and keep everyone safe. Not just our children but cyclists, local residents and 

other members of our community. 

 

Can we remind you that parents and carers are not permitted on site to drop children off in the 

morning unless they have been given permission from the school? Also, when clubs are on after 

school, the barrier will not be lifted for you to collect your children. You will need to park off site 

and walk in. 

A huge thank you to all parents/carers who send their child to 

school every day and on time.  

 

We have noticed a number of children arriving later than 8.40am. 

Please ensure your child arrives on time as morning tasks are being missed by several children. 

Late arrivals also distract the learning of other children in the classes.  

 

Attendance surgeries will continue in the next term for any families who may have barriers to 

attending school regularly. We also continue to report any unauthorised holiday requests to the 

Local Authority for them to issue fixed penalty notices.  

Attendance and  

punctual i ty  

Parking 

At South End Junior, if your child has received a bang to 

the head during the day, we will send you a text so that 

we can be sure that you are aware that this has hap-

pened, and you can continue to monitor them when they come home.  Please be 

rest assured that if the bang to the head is deemed serious, or we have any con-

cerns, we will telephone you. 

Banged Head 

Just a reminder that the school social media accounts are used by us to share 

information.   The accounts are not designed to enable us to regularly respond to 

any posts.  Therefore, if you have any specific questions that you need 

answering, please contact the school in the usual manner (phone, visit 

or email) and we will be happy to help. 

echo 
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JLT have carried out lots of fundraising this 

term. We raised a fantastic £245.45 for 

Red Nose Day. We also collected loose 

change for RSPCA this week during the 

Year 4 production - keep an eye on 

Facebook for the total raised. Next term, 

we will be looking to start organising a big 

fundraiser for the end of the year for a 

charity that is very close to a lot of 

us. More details coming soon.  

 

Our new Head Girl and Head Boy attend 

cluster council for their first time and 

made a great first impression. They 

jumped head first into their roles by also 

supporting at Parents' Evening. 

We would like to remind you that the Governing 

Bodies of both the Infant and Junior Schools have 

a Car Park Policy. You can find this policy on our 

website. This Policy aims to reduce the risks posed 

to pedestrians that have been in the past caused 

by congestion in the staff car park. 

Just a reminder that: 

 during the school day, if you need to 

collect your child from school, you will need 

to park outside and walk in if the barrier is 

down, unless of course there has been an 

emergency or you are collecting your ill 

c h i l d  f r o m  u s ; 

 

 taxis are not permitted on site unless it is a 

taxi where the only adult in the car is the 

taxi driver (i.e. unaccompanied child(ren). 

Thank you for your understanding and 

compliance to keep our pupils and other 

pedestrians safe.  

St a f f  C a r  Pa r k  

This term marks the start of 

our termly Growth Mindset 

stars! 

The teachers have been 

watching their classes 

closely and have chosen 

one Growth Mindset star per 

year group: 

Year 3 - Lolly H for showing a 

g r o w t h  m i n d s e t  b y 

practising writing at home even though she finds 

writing hard.  

Year 4 - Amy W for getting stuck into a new 

challenge at Hockey Club. Despite never playing 

hockey before, Amy displayed such an amazing 

growth mindset that she earned a place in the 

Quicksticks Hockey Competition! Well done Amy! 

Year 5 - Demi S for never giving up in maths even if 

something is challenging. She has been showing a 

growth mindset throughout the recent fractions 

unit.  

Year 6 - Charlie B for showing such brilliant 

resilience and determination in his learning. Even 

when he has made a mistake or misunderstood a 

question, Charlie perseveres until he has achieved 

the correct answer. Well done Charlie - keep it up!  

 

Our Growth Mindset celebrity this term has been 

Albert Einstein. After struggling at everything but 

physics and maths at school, Einstein was told by 

one of his teachers that he'd never amount to 

anything. Despite this, Einstein grew up to be one 

of the most renowned scientists in the world, whose 

theories linked to light, matter, gravity, space and 

time are still puzzling scientists today. From 

publishing his first scientific paper aged just 16, to 

graduating with degrees in physics and maths, 

Einstein became incredibly successful through his 

perseverance and 

determination. His 

mantra was to never 

give up and to judge 

others for the person 

they are, not who 

a r e  t h e y  i n 

c o m p a r i s o n  t o 

someone else. "It's 

not that I'm so smart; 

it's just that I stay with 

problems longer." - 

Albert Einstein  
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April 2019 

Friday 5th April - School Closed @ 3.00pm 

Tuesday 23rd April  - Training Day 

Wednesday 24th April  - Re-open to pupils - 8.40am 

Wednesday 24th April - Condover Information Evening –5.00pm 

Thursday 25th April - Yr 5 start swimming sessions 

 

 

May 2019 
 

Friday 3rd May -  School Closed @ 3.00pm 

Monday 6th May -  Bank Holiday Monday 

Tuesday 7th May-Re-open to pupils  - 8.40am 

Thursday 9th May - Yr 3 Trip to MK theatre 

Monday 13th May to Thursday16th May - Yr 6 SATs 

Monday 20th to Thursday 23rd May - Y6 Bikeability 

 

Friday 24th May  - School Closed @ 3.00pm 

Monday 3rd June  - Re-open to pupils- 8.40am 

Sunday 2nd to Wednesday 5th June - Yr 6 Residential to Condover 

 
 

  

 

 

 

SCHOOL DAY  

Fancy joining a class or club? 
 

Please follow the link below to see the lettings page on our school website and see what 

clubs or classes are on offer in the evening: 

http://www.southendjunior.com/southend/school-admin-centre/Lettings.html 

8.35am Doors open 

8.40am Bell for start of 

registration 

8.50am Morning lessons start 

10.35am Morning break 

10.50am Morning lessons 

continue 

12.05pm Lunch 

1.00pm Afternoon lessons 

3.00pm End of school day 

4.00pm End of clubs and tuition 


