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 South End 
www.southendjunior.com 

 Dear parents/carers 

 

Where did term 5 go?  

This term has seen a buzz of excitement with so 

many fantastic events and experiences that your 

children have enjoyed. The Daily Mile still continues 

to be a popular start to the school day. Please do 

feel free to walk a lap with your child first thing, 

before school starts. 

Year 3 had lots to report upon their return from a 

theatre in Milton Keynes. They described the Tom 

Gates play as ‘absolutely amazing’. They certainly 

are a credit to you, as they consistently showed 

their school values, and were excellent 

ambassadors for our school. 

Year 6 have all had the opportunity to showcase 

their learning during SATs week. What excellent 

ambassadors they all were! Perseverance and 

determination to do well was evident, with every 

child giving it their best shot! We are all immensely 

proud of them and await the results in July. 

Year 6 children will be heading off on their 

residential trip on Sunday 2nd June. Let’s hope the 

weather stays dry and it will be an experience they 

cherish. There is lots planned for the children who 

are staying here; keep an eye on our Facebook 

and Twitter pages for updates of what they are all 

getting up to. 

We look forward to welcoming 90 new children to 

South End in September. We continue to be a 

popular and over-subscribed school. A meeting for 

all new parents will be held on Thursday 27th June. 

More details for these families will follow shortly. 

This half term we invited parents/carers to our RSE  

workshop to highlight what the expectations are for 

the new Relationship and Sex Education curriculum  

from September 2019. A huge thank you to all 

parents who attended these workshops.  

Our last term sees us all enter the last doorway: 

‘Moving On’.  

Next term has lots of upcoming and exciting 

happenings going on! We have a number of 

sporting events to look forward to from swimming 

galas to tournaments; from District Sports to our 

very own sports day (weather permitting); a school 

disco; the Year 6 production; and, of course,  

transfer days to name but a few of the fabulous 

things that are planned for the last term of the 

year. We will also be hosting another ‘open 

morning’ and will publish more details after the 

break.  

Have a lovely half term break and see you at 

8.40am on Monday  3rd June. 

See you at the gate! 

 

 

Miss G Kaur 

Headteacher                  

  

  

echo 
Including: latest VIP winners, year group updates, news and diary dates. 

A message from the Head 
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This term, we have been mastering the value of 

perseverance.  When something is challenging, we 

have tried our best to keep on trying. Year 3 have 

learnt that making mistakes is not a problem as 

long as they take the time to learn from them. You 

will see lots of red editing pen in our books as we 

have been determined to keep improving and 

making sure every piece of work is the best that it 

can be.  

In English this term, we have been writing revolting recipes. The children have used their fantastic 

imagination to come up with the most disgusting ingredients they can think 

of. They have loved reading extracts from the classic Roald Dahl book ‘The 

Twits,’ to create their own gruesome instructions for a magical potion.   

In Maths, we have been focusing on problem solving. We are learning to 

apply our addition and subtraction strategies to solve problems involving 

reading tables, finding missing numbers and understanding the different 

words that are used to replace ‘add’ and ‘subtract’ in word some word 

problems.  

We kick started our D & P with an earthquake experience this term. When the children arrived in 

school, they were horrified to see that their classrooms were in chaos following an earthquake 

that had hit year 3 in the night. We spent the day learning about how to stay safe in an 

earthquake and research the most famous earthquakes around the world.  

In Science this term, we have been learning about magnets. We have been researching the uses 

of different magnets and had great fun making our own magnetic games. Ask us what the words 

‘attract’ and ‘repel’ mean to test our scientific understanding.  

Thank you for all of your contributions to our theatre trip this term. We had a fantastic time 

watching ‘Tom Gates Live.’ The show was extremely funny and 

we were all gripped throughout. The show is based around a day 

in the life of a naughty schoolboy called Tom Gates. Next term, 

we will be learning to write diary entries so the trip has given us lots 

of fantastic ideas to kick start our new chapter in English.  
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It's been an incredibly short term but we have crammed in as much 

learning as possible in Year Four, so as usual I'm sure our South Enders 

are ready for a break! 

 

'Musical Memories' has been our D&P topic for this term and it has been 

so interesting to see what the children know about how music 

technology has developed through time. We have also looked at 

genres of music and explored how these have been adapted 

alongside historical events. 

 

'Sound' was a big hit in Science. Many of the children were surprised to 

learn how sound travels from the source to our brain. Our discussions 

based on Science were applied to our DT project where the children 

were tasked with the challenge of making a musical instrument that could change pitch - a 

concept that was harder than many of the children originally thought! 

 

It will be of no surprise to you that our South Enders have been amazing 

writers and mathematicians during this term. Do ask your children what 

they know about shape, symmetry or instruction writing for a whistle-

stop tour of learning in these areas! 

 

Once again, the Year 4 team would like to thank the children for their 

continued efforts during their learning journey, and would also like to 

express our thanks to you, the parents and carers, for your ongoing 

support. 

 

Have a BREAK and we look forward to welcoming you back for the final 

term of Year 4!  
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       News...! 

This term has been another busy one for Year 5 who have really 

enjoyed and embraced their learning journey.   

In D & P, the children have been researching toys and games from 

across the ages.  It has been great for them to experience some of 

the games that past generations have enjoyed as they were 

growing up. French skipping, Jacks, Pick Up Sticks and marbles 

were some of their favourites.  A special thanks to Osbourne’s toy 

shop who loaned us some toys and games.  The children were able 

to carefully examine these artefacts and experience first-hand the 

changes over the years.   

In English this term, we have been learning how to write 

persuasively. To encourage and enthuse the children, they were 

shown a letter from the council suggesting that the school should be 

opened at the weekends.  They then had to create leaflets that 

would persuade parents to send their children to engage in the 

many exciting opportunities the teachers would offer.  Lots of fun 

was had matching activities to staff and the children were creative 

with their ideas for the open weekends.  

Our swimming lessons have started this term with all children working 

hard in their sessions.  Many of them have already grown in 

confidence and we are looking forward to our final sessions next 

term. 

Next term, we are all looking forward to our new D & P chapter ‘H20, 

Habitats and Highways’ This will involve a visit to Stoke Bruerne, 

which includes a visit to the museum, to learn about the history of 

the waterways, seeing how a loch works and also a trip on a barge 

along the canal.   

Thank you for your continued support this term. 
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This term in Maths, pupils in Year 6 have continued to work hard. We have been making sure we are confident with 

our arithmetic skills – including work on fractions and percentages. Working in pairs, the children have also been 

working on their reasoning skills: answering word problems, maths in context and explaining their thinking. In the 

afternoons, we have also been looking at different elements of maths such as angles, shape and measuring. The 

children have worked hard to support their peers, and have enjoyed applying their skills to games.  

 

The focus of our English lessons this term has remained predominantly grammar. Despite only having 12 days until SATs 

week upon our to return to school, the children learnt how to add detail to their writing through: the use of 

parenthesis (punctuating with brackets, dashes and commas); using a range of ‘TRaMP’ adverbials to provide the 

time, reason, manner or place for the verb; and through creating compound adjectives with hyphens to add further 

description to nouns. They also took much enjoyment from marking papers completed by Tonald Drump (Trump’s 

long-lost cousin) and highlighting all of his mistakes!  

 

In reading, we have been getting to grips with each of the different comprehension skills. We have been learning 

about vocabulary with Victor, inference with Iggy and about authors’ choices with Arlo. The children have really 

enjoyed reading a wide range of texts, looking at poems, narratives and non-fiction pieces, which have been based 

on a broad range of topics. The children have fully embraced the extended response questions and have shown a 

growth mindset when answering them, remembering the hints and tips they have learnt. They have all worked 

incredibly hard and Miss Perkins and Miss Batley are very proud of the progress they have made. 

 

We could not be prouder of how our children conducted themselves in both the lead up to SATs and throughout the 

week itself. We witnessed every child both enter and exit the tests with their heads held 

high and deservedly so. From what we saw the children performed extremely well and 

tackled all papers with perseverance and determination: true SEJ values ambassadors! 

 

Rightly so, the pupils enjoyed plenty of down time after their tests including topping up 

their PE (and tans!), art and science. They worked hard, so they played hard… 

 

Watch this space for the gossip and photos from the residential 

trip to Condover Hall that departs at the end of the half term 

break, and the fun days for those who remain in school. 

 

See you in June!  

       News...! 

At the beginning of last term, we set our Year 6's the challenge of growing a £1 in order to raise money for their ‘End of 

Year’ party. The children came up with a long list of desired activities to have at their party. These included bouncy 

castles, ice cream vans, tonnes of pizza, go karts and even a desire to have an on-site escape room, so raising lots of 

money was really important. 
 

Throughout the final Spring term and across the Easter holidays, the children set about raising the money for their party. 

The amount of different ways in which the children raised money was astounding! Most of the children's businesses 

were focused on food, so we are certain that the local community has been well fed with treats during this time. Many 

children chose to make cakes and sell sweets, whilst others really thought out-of-the-box and sold authentic Italian 

cuisine! Not all of the businesses were food based with children washing cars, selling sewn goods and handmade 

bracelets plus lots more.  
 

As a year group, the children have currently raised over £2,400 - a phenomenal amount! We would like to thank those 

of you who contributed towards a business either through helping your child with their business or from purchasing 

something from one of the business. Due to the amazing amount raised, we have decided to upgrade this year's party 

to celebrate such an incredible amount raised. Watch this space for further details! 
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Due to the fact that we have a number of children in school with a nut allergy, may 

we remind you (and advise any new parents/carers) that we request you do not send 

your children into school with nuts or a product that has pieces of nut in it.  This  

includes peanut butter and Nutella. 

This does not mean you cannot send your child with products that have been manufactured in 

a place where nuts have previously been contained.   

We thank you for your understanding and appreciate your co-operation in helping to reduce 

risks and keep everyone safe. 

If you are parking in the streets and roads around the school, 

could I ask you please to consider whether you are driving and 

parking safely?  

 

Please let’s try and keep everyone safe. Not just our children but cyclists, local residents and 

other members of our community. 

 

Can we remind you that parents and carers are not permitted on site to drop children off in the 

morning unless they have been given permission from the school? Also, when clubs are on after 

school, the barrier will not be lifted for you to collect your children. You will need to park off site 

and walk in. 

A huge thank you to all parents/carers who send their child to 

school every day and on time.  

 

We have noticed a number of children arriving later than 8.40am. 

Please ensure your child arrives on time as morning tasks are being missed by several children. 

Late arrivals also distract the learning of other children in the classes.  

 

Attendance surgeries will continue in the next term for any families who may have barriers to 

attending school regularly. We also continue to report any unauthorised holiday requests to the 

Local Authority for them to issue fixed penalty notices.  

Attendance and  

punctual i ty  

Parking 

At South End Junior, if your child has received a bang to 

the head during the day, we will send you a text so that 

we can be sure that you are aware that this has hap-

pened, and you can continue to monitor them when they come home.  Please be 

rest assured that if the bang to the head is deemed serious, or we have any con-

cerns, we will telephone you. 

Banged Head 

Just a reminder that the school social media accounts are used by us to share 

information.   The accounts are not designed to enable us to regularly respond to 

any posts.  Therefore, if you have any specific questions that you need 

answering, please contact the school in the usual manner (phone, visit 

or email) and we will be happy to help. 

echo 
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The choir have been working hard in the 

run up to a busy Term 6.  

On June 8th we will perform in Hall Park, 

along with other Rushden & Higham 

schools for the start of ‘Celebrate Rushden’ 

week. 

On June 12th, all SEJ’s musicians and 

dancers will show-case their talent in the 

Summer Concert. There will be 2 

performances at 1:45pm and 6pm. 

The choir will finish off this year performing 

at Party In The Park on 13th July. 

Hi, I’m Sarah Marchant and I have 

recently joined the Governing body 

here at SEJ. I have 2 children in these 

fantastic schools- one in Reception, 

and one in year 3. 

When I was approached to be a 

Governor, I had no hesitation in 

accepting. I have been amazed and 

impressed, from both a parent and governor 

viewpoint, by the dedication to learning and to our 

students that both schools provide. My role as 

governor is to understand, challenge and support the 

development of learning for the children attending the 

school, and ensure that we have the children’s 

interests at heart in the decisions that we make. 

I am Head of HR in Western Europe for a global 

company and feel that my knowledge and 

experience can bring a new perspective to the 

learning environment. In my spare time, I enjoy 

spending time with the family – whether it’s crafting or 

baking with them, going on days out to National Trust 

gardens or going to car/motorcycle events (with a 

house full of boys, I can’t escape the cars!) – as well as 

reading or doing a bit of crochet in the evenings. At 

the moment, I’m making a blanket for my friend’s 

baby. 

Governor Introduction 

For our Growth Mindset star this 

term, we have focused on one of 

our famous Year 5 inventors: 

Leonardo Da Vinci.  

Born 15th April 1452, Da Vinci is one 

of the most prominent inventors 

and artists of the Renaissance 

period.  Although famed for his inventions and art, 

Da Vinci actually had a wide range of talents: 

sculpting, architecture, science, music, 

mathematics, engineering, literature, anatomy 

and many more. This was despite him having a 

troubled childhood an informal education and 

limited opportunities throughout his childhood.  

 

Da Vinci's achievements are often credited to his 

hard work and perseverance. He strongly believed 

that those who were successful before him went 

out and made things happen. As a result, he was 

determined to do the same. He is renowned to 

have spent time studying his own habits and 

considering how he could improve them to make 

more use of his time and to improve his skills, 

believing that curiosity was the key to developing 

one's knowledge.  

 

Our Growth Mindset Stars for this term are:  

 

Year 3 - Philippa  for persevering when in pain and 

having to use crutches. Philippa hasn't complained 

once and has tried her best in her learning at all 

times.  

 

Year 4 - Amelia for working incredibly hard at 

developing a Growth Mindset. It has taken time, 

but Amelia now has far more confidence in 

herself, especially in Maths. Using the self-belief 

that she has acquired, Amelia tackles challenge 

with a smile on her face and a sense of pride. 

Keep it up! 

 

Year 5 - Ellis for never giving up and being 

persistent when working on his Zentangle patterns 

in Art Club. Ellis has produced some really careful 

designs showing a real determination to improve. 

 

Year 6 - We couldn't choose just one Growth 

Mindset star for Year 6 after their perseverance 

and Growth Mindset this term! As a result, the Year 

6 team would like to congratulate the WHOLE of 

Year 6 on being such superstars and being so 

amazing in our SATs preparation. Thank you for 

being amazing Growth Mindset role models for our 

school. 

C
H

O
IR

 

This term, JLT have worked hard 

to get The Retreat up and 

running. The Retreat is a shed 

behind the activity wall on the 

playground and is being used 

as a calm and relaxing place 

during lunch times. Every South Ender had a say in 

the name and took part in a vote. Over the next 

term, we hope to add more activities to the The 

Retreat. 
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May 2019 

Friday 24th May  - School Closed @ 3.00pm 

 

June  2019 

Monday 3rd June -Re-open to pupils  - 8.40am 

Wednesday 5th June - Yr 6 return from Condover 

Wednesday 12th June - Class Photos 

Wednesday 12th June - Rotary Club Trip 

Wednesday 12th June - Summer Concert 1.30pm and 6.00pm 

Tuesday 25th June - Yr 5 Trip to Stoke Bruerne 

Wednesday 26th June - Open Morning and Growth Mindset workshop @ 9.00am, workshop also running at 

3.30pm 

Thursday 27th June - Yr 2 to 3 Parents Evening @ 5.00pm  

 

July 2019 

Thursday 4th July and Friday 5th July - Transfer Days 

Monday 8th - Thursday 11th between 1.30-2.30 pm - French Café Event - Monday Yr 3, Tuesday Yr 4, 

Wednesday Yr 5 and Thursday Yr 6. More details to follow 

Wednesday 17th July - Yr 6 Production @ 1.30pm and 6.00pm 

Thursday 18th July - School Disco 

Tuesday 23rd July - Yr 6 Party Day 

Wednesday 24th July-Yr 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 24th July  - School Closed @ 3.00pm 

 

September 2019 

Monday 2nd September - Training Day 1 

Tuesday 3rd September- Training Day 2 

Wednesday 4th September  - Re-open to pupils- 8.40am 

SCHOOL DAY  

Fancy joining a class or club? 
 

Please follow the link below to see the lettings page on our school website and see what 

clubs or classes are on offer in the evening: 

http://www.southendjunior.com/southend/school-admin-centre/Lettings.html 

8.35am Doors open 

8.40am Bell for start of 

registration 

8.50am Morning lessons start 

10.35am Morning break 

10.50am Morning lessons 

continue 

12.05pm Lunch 

1.00pm Afternoon lessons 

3.00pm End of school day 

4.00pm End of clubs and tuition 

You’re 

invited 

You’re 

invited 


