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H E AD  T E AC H E R  :M I S S  G  K AU R  

AS S I S T AN T  H E AD  T E AC H E R S :  M R S  L  G I B B S  AN D  M I S S  L  B AT E M AN  

K E E P I N G  Y O U  I N F O R M E D   

 South End 
www.southendjunior.com 

Dear parents/carers 

What an incredibly busy first half term! Year 3 have all settled remarkably well and have begun their learning journey at South 

End with confidence and enjoyment. They all look super smart in their lime green ties and are very much part of the furniture 

at the junior school! I hope they are all using their new dictionaries provided by the Rotary Club; a super gift.  

We launched our first value of ‘Respect’ in September. We have been overwhelmed by how the children have shown respect, 

not only to each other, but respect for their learning too. Well done everyone. Next term we will launch our second value of 

‘Independence’. Value stones have been collected in the hundreds! A huge well done to all South Enders.  

The harvest assembly by Year 3 children was fantastic. They all stood on the stage with great pride and enjoyed showing their 

families and friends what they are capable of. Well done Year 3; you were all amazing! Lots of adults have commented on 

your spectacular singing too! 

We now have 12 new Junior Leadership Team members. Manifestos were written and ballot boxes were used! Well done to 

all of our 12 new school councillors who have all been awarded their JLT ties and badges. We look forward to seeing them 

continue the great work which happens at South End. Head boy and girl have also been busy representing South End at the 

cluster council meetings. 

National Poetry Day and World Maths Day and Black History month were all celebrated at South End. We hope our families 

celebrating Diwali over half term enjoy their celebrations too.  

Next term continues to be as busy as ever! It will be Year 5’s turn to take to the stage in December. I look forward to seeing 

you at all the Parents’ meetings in November.  

The children have been reminded about keeping safe over the half term break; they have been reminded not to knock on any 

strangers doors on Halloween night. 

We wish you all a happy and safe half term break with your family and friends. 

See you at the gate! 

G Kaur 

Head teacher 

echo 
Including: latest VIP winners, year group updates, news and diary dates. 

A message from the Head 
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Isla V 

Max T 

Efe I 

Ayaan W 

Sebastian H 

Oliver R 

Sophie W 

Morgan F 

Sebastian D 

Roxie W 

Emma F 

Callum E 

Ellie S 

Max H 

Bradley G 

Jade K 

Amy– Louise 

Ammara S  

Amelia M 

Bailey B 

Connor S 

Grace RB 

Jake F 

Grace W 

PICASSO 

AYRES 

MATISSE 

LEWIS 

ROWLING 

DAVINCI 

ARCHIMEDES 

ENGELBART DAHL 

GALILEO 

ARISTOTLE 

EINSTEIN 

Ignite 

Excel Resolve 

Connect 

 

293 + 691 214 + 540 

247 + 535 371 + 619 

Libby T 
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The children have settled into Year 3 extremely well and are getting stuck 
into life at South End Junior. We are very lucky to have inherited so many 
determined children who want to work hard and be successful. Year 3 are 
beginning to understand what a growth mindset is and are starting to 
show more resilience in their learning. Instead of worrying about making 
mistakes, we are learning to celebrate them, as we know that mistakes are 
proof that we are learning.    

In English this term, children have been writing biographies. We began this 
unit by sharing facts about our friends and families. Year 3 then took on 
the role of reporters, gathering information and presenting facts about 
their new class teacher. We were then able to piece the facts together to 

create a biography for all of the Year 3 teachers.    

In our Maths lessons, we have been encouraging children to use resources 
so that they are able to visualise numbers and solve simple calculations 
mentally. Our ‘Maths Markets’ have come in very useful as they are full of 
resources to help us represent and manipulate numbers.   

Science lessons this term have involved investigating light sources and 
finding out whether materials are opaque, transparent or translucent. We 
have worked hard on developing our vocabulary in science, as there have 
been so many new words to learn. Our afternoons have also been filled 
with lessons on our community, how it has changed and where we fit in to 
it.  

We are extremely proud of the courage children have shown by taking to the stage to share 
their celebration of harvest with you.  Thank you for your continued 
support and for all of your generous donations for the food bank. I am 
sure they will be greatly appreciated.  
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With the dark nights drawing in, the summer is a distant memory but 
what a fantastic first term we have had. The children have all worked 
extremely hard and have made a great start to their learning journey in 
Year 4.  

The children have been busy learning about the Egyptians in D and P. 
This chapter was kick-started with the children making their own papyrus 
paper, painting Egyptian images and also writing in hieroglyphics. 

Y4 have taken part in ‘Egypt’s got Talent’, performing as Egyptian Gods 
singing and dancing to review what they had learned.  The most exciting 

lessons were those about mummification, and having the chance to create their own mummy 
using a hot dog. This has enabled the children to use their maths skills and learn about 
dehydration as well as having lots of fun. We will continue the drying process over the holidays 
and complete our measurements before the final stages of mummification.   

Science has also intrigued the children in our, ‘Animals Including Humans’ work.  By far the most 
exciting (and messiest) lesson was when we created a model of the human digestive system.  
Seeing what happens to our food as it enters the body, and watching its journey, enthused the 
children.   Next term, they will continue this chapter when they visit Woburn Safari Park to learn 
about all animal teeth and their habitats. 

What amazing writing the children have produced in English! They have written their own 
version of ‘The Nightmare Man’.  This is a tale of fear that was learned orally and then used as a 
model for the children to create their own versions.  These ranged 
from stories about a fear of spiders to tales of scary ogres.  I am sure 
you will all enjoy reading these on parents’ evening. 

We are looking forward to 
the term ahead-especially 
our swimming lessons-and 
dare we say it.. the 
countdown to Christmas ! 
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       News...! 

Year 5 have had an amazing start to the year; they have settled into 
Upper Hub life well and have got to know their new teachers and 
classmates.  

 

Our topic this term has been all about space! In Science, we have learnt 
about day and night; the phases of the moon; the eight planets; and the 
components of a rocket. This theme has continued into our D&P and 
art lessons. The children have researched famous astronauts and taken 
part in a highly controversial debate: Did the Apollo 11 moon landing 
of 1969 actually happen? They have also enjoyed creating art work in 
the style of Peter Thorpe.  

 

In our English lessons, continuing with our theme of space, we have concentrated on writing 
journey tales based upon an adventure to The Solar System. The children worked collaboratively 
to act out our text map and internalise the story while learning about different sentence 
structures they could use. They have also been working hard on ‘setting the scene’, ensuring they 
have written a powerful setting description to hook the reader.  

 

It is so important to be safe online, so in Computing the children 
have been continuing their work on Online Safety, discussing how we 
know which websites can be trusted, and how search engines work. 
Year 5 have since created their own websites for children about space 
using PowerPoint and hyperlinks.  

 

Next term, we will travel back in time to the 1500s and meet the 
terrifying Tudors, a domineering dynasty that changed our history, 
focusing on Henry the VIII. And of course, our Christmas Concert will 
soon be upon us! 

 

The teachers in Year 5 are very impressed with the children as they 
have clearly been practising their spellings and times tables on 
Spelling Shed and TT Rockstars - well done!  

Many thanks for your continued support; please keep listening to your 
child read, and encouraging them to do so independently.  We really 
appreciate it.  
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Year 6 have got off to a fun and fabulous start to their final year at SEJ with much of their learning being based 
around Mexico and the Maya. To launch the doorway, during our WOW day, the pupils were 
given the opportunity to taste some Mexican themed foods which they had made. Each class 
was split into teams to produce homemade tortilla chips, guacamole and salsa. There were 
mixed reaction to the avocados but the staff were on hand to help out with clearing those 
bowls! During the day, Year 6 also participated in a traditional Mexican craft: making “Ojo de 
Dios” or God’s eyes. The indigenous people Mesoamerica believed these creations watched over 
them and provided wishes of wealth, long life and protection. Throughout our ‘Doorways and 
Pathways’ learning, it became clear that we have much to thank the Maya for, including the 
discovery of an early writing system. We were also impressed with their counting and calendars 

but nothing compared to our appreciation for their discovery of corn tortillas and chocolate! 
How would we count down to Christmas without the creation of chocolate? 
 
In English, the theme of the Mayan heritage continued with the writing of traditional folk 
tales based upon the story ‘The Chocolate Tree’. The children worked collaboratively to 
create a text map to use to internalise the story while learning about the variety of sentence 
structures and openers they could use to write such a story. In Doorways and Pathways, Year 
6 also demonstrated their deeper knowledge of sentence structures when writing a non-
chronological report about the annual event known as The Day of the Dead.  
 
Last week was packed with awe and wonder in Y6! 
On Tuesday, the very knowledgeable Mrs Mallet 

from Wrenn School visited to deliver a workshop on light and reflection to 
the year group; on Thursday, we marked World Math Day in SEJ style; and 
on Friday, not only did we celebrate Black History Month, but we had the 
privilege of experiencing Mr Marchment’s story-telling skills. Despite it 
being his birthday, our very dedicated governor chose to tell Mayan stories 
to each of the Year 6 classes and had them eating out the palm of his hand. 
It was a pleasure to both watch the children’s engagement and listen to the 
talented Mr Marchment!  
 
Next term, Year 6 will begin a new topic called Frozen Kingdoms. The 
children will learn about the regions of the Arctic and Antarctic and the 
similarities and differences between these two regions, including the 
climate, landscape and natural resources. Pupils will learn how to use grid references, lines of latitude and 
longitude, contour lines and symbols to identify the geographical locations of the Arctic and Antarctic, and how 
these, along with the tilt of the Earth, affect day length and warmth. They will go on to investigate polar oceans and 
learn how they differ from other oceans on Earth, and how 
climate change increases Earth's temperature and leads to 
rising sea levels.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support. Please do keep 
listening to your child read and encouraging them to read 
more independently; urging them to learn their spellings on 
Spelling Shed; and prompting them to practise their times 
tables through TT Rockstars. We really do appreciate 
anything that you can do. 
 
 

       News...! 
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Due to the fact that we have a number of children in school with a nut allergy, may we remind you (and 

advise any new parents/carers) that we request you do not send your children into school with nuts or a 

product that has pieces of nut in it.  This  includes peanut butter and Nutella. 

This does not mean you cannot send your child with products that have been manufactured 

in a place where nuts have previously been contained.   

We thank you for your understanding and appreciate your co-operation in helping to reduce 

risks and keep everyone safe. 

If you are parking in the streets and roads around the school, could I ask you please 

to consider whether you are driving and parking safely?  
 

Please let’s try and keep everyone safe. Not just our children but cyclists, local 

residents and other members of our community. 
 

Can we remind you that parents and carers are not permitted on site to drop children off in 

the morning unless they have been given permission from the school? Also, when clubs are on after 

school, the barrier will not be lifted for you to collect your children. You will need to park off site and walk 

in. 
       

Of late, we are experiencing numerous periods of pupil absence which begin as a holiday 

request for 4 days or less, but are then extended due to illness. From Tuesday 5th November 2019, 

we have no option but to not authorise absence for illness on the 4 days either side of an 

absence request. The only exception will be where medical evidence is provided. Medical 

evidence can take the form of prescriptions, appointment cards etc. rather than doctors’ notes. 

If these combined unauthorised absences are more than NCC guidelines (5 days) they will be reported to NCC. NCC state that 

following the referral, parents and carers could be issued with a Penalty Notice of at least £60 (per parent, per child).   

This does not apply if a holiday request is for 5 days or more as these are instantly reported to NCC in order to adhere to their policy. 

This new initiative does not apply to blue requests already submitted. It will apply to all request submitted after 4th November 2019 

(Purple) 

Attent ion!  

New In fo 

Parking 

At South End Junior, if your child has received a bang to the 

head during the day, we will send you a text so that we can 

be sure that you are aware that this has happened, and you 

can continue to monitor them when they come home.  Please be rest assured that if the 

bang to the head is deemed serious, or we have any concerns, we will telephone you. 

Banged Head 

Just a reminder that the school social media accounts are used by us to share information.   

The accounts are not designed to enable us to regularly respond to any posts.  

Therefore, if you have any specific questions that you need answering, please 

contact the school in the usual manner (phone, visit or email) and we will be 

happy to help. 

echo 

SAFEGUARDING AT SOUTH END 
At South End Safeguarding all children remains our priority. If you have any worries or concerns, please see 

one of the following members of staff: 

 

Miss Kaur- Lead Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs Gibbs & Mrs Izycky- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. 
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Growth Mindset (Autumn 
2019): 

The children and staff at 
SEJS have relaunched 
Growth Mindset again this 
term. This is the belief that 
no one is born intelligent 
and that everyone is able to 
succeed if they put the effort 
in. Carol Dweck has 
conduc ted  ex tens ive 
research into the benefits 
that a Growth Mindset can 
have in helping individuals make progress when they 
are able to learn from mistakes, face challenges and 
overcome obstacles that they may come across 
throughout life. The belief that through trial and 
error, perseverance and conviction they will succeed 

is the key to having a Growth 
Mindset and a positive attitude 
to learning.  
This term we have launched 
the Growth Mindset, ‘Pathway 
to being Awesome Challenge.’ 
This will be a termly challenge, 
throughout the year, which 
encourages children to embark 
on four different tasks 
requiring them to have a 
Growth Mindset. We hope that 
the children enjoy completing 

these with their families and look forward to sharing 
their challenges with them.  

Meet the new Junior Leadership Team for this year!  

JLT have started their duties for the 19/20 school year. 
We have found out that the cluster focus for the year is 
‘Mental Health and Wellbeing’ and we are looking at 
how we can raise awareness of this within our school. 
Next term, we will be having a mental health and 
wellbeing day where the JLT team will help lead an 
activity.  

Our new Head Girl and Head Boy attended their first 
cluster council session this term and they made a great 
first impression. They also supported at the Year 3 
Harvest Festival production. 

Friday 15th November 
 
Children are invited to come in spots, stripes, 
Children in Need related attire or a onesie. If your 
child chooses to wear a onesie, they will need to 
wear suitable footwear (e.g. trainers) and also a top 
underneath should they get to hot and want to unzip 
it. In return, we ask for a donation for Children in 
Need  On Thursday 17th October, children at South End 

took part in World Maths Day. 
A mysterious treasure chest had arrived-chained 
and padlocked. 
Throughout the day, children had to solve various 
maths challenges to earn digit cards. These digit 
cards were then put in the correct order using a 
number riddle. 
This was the combination to a padlock. Our South 
Enders showed a great Growth Mindset and 
unlocked all 4 padlocks; earning themselves a film 
afternoon. 
Well done! 

Wo r l d  M a t h s   
D a y  
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October 2019 

Friday 25th October  –School closes @ 3.00pm 

 

November 2019 

Monday 4th November  Training Day 

Tuesday 5th November - School re-open @ 8.40am 

Wednesday 6th November Yr 4 trip to Woburn 

Thursday 7th November - Yr 4 begin swimming sessions 

Thursday 14th November - Parents’ Evening 

Friday 15th November - Children In Need - Dress in spots or stripes 

Thursday 21st November - 9.00am Open morning for 2020 intake. 

 

December 2019 

Wednesday 11th December - Yr 5 Christmas Concert 1.45pm and 6.00pm 

Wednesday 18th December - Christmas Catwalk and party afternoon. 

Thursday 19th December - Kingswood Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 19th - Christmas Disco (Lower Hub 4-5pm ,Upper Hub 4.15-

5.15pm) 

Friday 20th December - Christmas sing– a-long and staff nativity  

Friday 20th December  – School closes @ 3.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL DAY  

Fancy joining a class or club? 
 

Please follow the link below to see the lettings page on our school website and see what 

clubs or classes are on offer in the evening: 

http://www.southendjunior.com/southend/school-admin-centre/Lettings.html 

8.35am Doors open 

8.40am Bell for start of 

registration 

8.50am Morning lessons start 

10.35am Morning break 

10.50am Morning lessons 

continue 

12.05pm Lunch 

1.00pm Afternoon lessons 

3.00pm End of school day 

4.00pm End of clubs and tuition 


