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Y4 Term 3 Learning Journey: Road Trip USA 
 
Buckle up and put your sunglasses on – this half term we’re going on a road trip across the USA! 
 
We’ll start by ‘visiting’ the states where Native American tribes settled. Using travel brochures and the in-
ternet to research New York, we will write postcards to family members. Using maps, we’ll locate the USA 
and find the names of the states. Looking at aerial views of natural landmarks, we’ll think about how they 
might have been formed.  
Looking at the amazing lights of Times Square will inspire us to make circuits and create an electronic quiz 
board based on the USA.  We will be reading the story, ‘The Indian in the Cupboard’. This is an adventure 
story about Omri and his plastic North American Indian toy – Little Bull – who comes alive.  After learning 
about their cultural significance, we’ll weave beautiful dreamcatchers.  
 
Subject coverage 

 

Please see the knowledge organiser(s) sent with this document to find out what skills, knowledge and un-
derstanding your child is expected to have by the end of next term in science and their curriculum project. 
 

English 

Writing a persuasive leaflet to 
entice someone into visiting the 

USA 

Maths 

Fractions and decimals 

Number stories and reasoning 
using all 4 operations 

Coordinates 

Science 

  
Electricity 

History 

Leaning about native American 
tribes and American icons 

  

Computing 

Designing writing and debug-
ging programs 

  

Design & Technology 

Designing and making electronic 
quizzes 

  
Geography 

Locate 14 of the American states 
using world, USA and digital 

maps 

Identifying human and physical 
features 

  

Music 

Composing Native American 
music 

  

PE 

  
REAL PE 

PSHE 

Hopes and dreams, creating 
new, realistic dreams, celebrat-
ing contributions, positive atti-
tudes overcoming disappoint-
ment, achieving goals, working 

in a group and resilience 

  

RE 

  
Buddhism: What does it mean to 

be a Buddhist? 
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Suggested reads 
 
Why not pop along to your local library and see what books they have about the USA? Here are some 
recommended reads: 

 
Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief – Rick Riorden 
Twist of Gold – Michael Morpurgo 
USA (Horrible Histories Special) - Terry Deary 
The Enchanted Moccasins and other Native American Legends – Henry Rowe Schoolcraft 

 
Optional home learning challenges 
 
If after completing their reading, spelling practice and TT Rockstars games, your child would like to 
complete additional home learning challenges, here are some ideas of projects they could attempt and 
bring in to share with their class teacher for bonus merits: 
 

Use online sources to research and create a timeline of Native American history. Decide which events 
are most important, and write a caption to go with each date, explaining what happened. 

 
Native American symbols can vary in meaning from one tribe to another and across different re-

gions. Symbols were used for a variety of reasons and are depicted on numerous objects. What 
can you find out about this mysterious language? 

 
Find out about the Battle of the Little Bighorn. Why is it such an important historic event? 

 
What were the Beaver Wars? Write a historical account that includes who fought, why beaver fur was 

so important and what happened. 
 

There have been many U.S. presidents over the last 100 years. How many can you find? Write a short 
biography about one of them. 

 
Create an advertisement to sell the cupboard that makes toys come to life in the story The Indian in 

the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks. 
 

Make a playlist of different American songs you could listen to on a road trip.  Make sure you include 
songs from a range of genres, such as blues, jazz, country, rock, hip hop and rock and roll. 

 
Plan a second road trip, this time around South America. Plan your route on a digital map and write 

an itinerary. 
 

Prepare a United States-themed evening meal by writing a shopping list and creating a menu.  
 
 
Useful information 
 

Y4 are scheduled to do PE on Tuesdays and Wednesdays but this can change without notice so 
please ensure your child has their full PE kit in school every day. Please provide your child with 
warm weather kit as well as indoor clothes.  


