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Y6 Term 3 Learning Journey: A Child’s War 
 

A siren sounds and a Spitfire zooms overhead! It’s 1939 and Britain is at war.  
 

This half term, we’ll imagine what it was like to be evacuated and live with a family other than our own. 
Using different source materials, we’ll learn about evacuation and write letters to our families ‘back home’. 
We’ll plot the Second World War’s events on a timeline and learn about rationing, Pearl Harbour and the 
Battle of Britain. From a range of maps, we’ll identify safe and dangerous places during the war and make 
persuasive posters to support the war effort. After reading an extract from The Diary of a Young Girl by 
Anne Frank, we’ll write our own diaries. From a range of sources, we’ll find out about children and school 
during the war and learn about discrimination that existed at the time. We’ll learn about what it was like 
during the Blitz and think about how soldiers might have felt. In D&T, we’ll cook a carefully planned 
wartime treat using our ‘rations’ to eat during our VE Day Party to end our project. 
 

Subject coverage 

 

Please see the knowledge organiser(s) sent with this document to find out what skills, knowledge and 
understanding your child is expected to have by the end of next term in science and their curriculum 
project. 
 
 

English 

  
Novel study of Goodnight Mr 

Tom, diary and letter writing in 
role, write a ‘defeating a mon-

ster’ tale linked to WWII 
  

Maths 

  
Number properties, gaps in the 
four operations and fractions 

Science 

  
The circulatory system, the im-
pact of lifestyle and how nutri-
ents are transported around the 
body 

  
History 

  
The study of WWII including sig-

nificant people and events 

  

Computing 

  
Design and create a game using 
Scratch using the concepts con-
ditionals and data, iteration and 

incremental development 

  

Design & Technology 

  
Prepare and cook dishes using a 
range of techniques (and using 

only available rations!) 
  

Geography 

  
Locate places in the UK and wid-

er world using eight compass 
points and six-figure grid refer-

ences 

  

Music 

  
Play and create wartime music 

using an understanding of pulse 
and rhythm 

PE 

  
Gymnastics and REAL PE 

PSHE 

  
Personal learning goals, making 
a difference in the world, success 

and related emotions, motiva-
tion and recognising achieve-

ments. 
  

RE 

  
Humanism: What do Humanists 

value and why? 
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Suggested reads 
 
Why not pop along to your local library and see what books they have about WWII? Here are some 
recommended reads: 
 

Who was Anne Frank? by Ann Abramson 
Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 
War Boy: A Wartime Childhood 
The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley Hughes 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 
World War II – DK Eyewitness 

 
Optional home learning challenges 
 
If after completing their reading, spelling practice and TT Rockstars games, your child would like to 
complete additional home learning challenges, here are some ideas of projects they could attempt and 
bring in to share with their class teacher for bonus merits: 
 

Keep a diary and record things that are happening in your life.  
Talk to friends or family about their wartime or post-war memories or experiences. Write down or 

record their responses.  
Make a scrapbook of Second World War images and write captions for each one. Consider how the 

people in the photographs may be feeling.  
Make do and mend! Can you revamp some of your old clothes to make new clothes? Maybe you 

could ‘upcycle’ some unwanted household items and make them useful in a whole new way! 
Bring them to school to show your classmates and share your ideas.  

Find out what happened in Rushden during the War. Were any children evacuated or did your local 
area host evacuees?  

Find some wartime recipes and make a typical meal using foods that would have been rationed at 
the time. Can you work out the nutritional value of the meal?  

Record a wartime radio broadcast. If possible, use an audio editing package to add sound effects, 
such as air raid sirens or overhead aircraft.  

Dig for Victory! Find out about the types of vegetables people were encouraged to grow during 
WWII and have a go at growing or cooking some! Popular vegetables included potatoes, 
cabbage and cauliflowers.  

Imagine you are an evacuee: you’re allowed to take just one book with you to your new home. 
Which one would you take? Conduct a survey amongst family and friends to find out which book 
they would choose and why. Present your findings in any way you wish.  

Imagine a child has been evacuated to your home. How would you make them feel welcome? How 
could you support them if they were missing their home or family? Which places in your local 
area would you like to show them? Record your ides in a way of your choosing. 

 
Useful information 

Y6 are scheduled to do PE on Mondays and Thursdays but this can change without notice so please 
ensure your child has their full PE kit in school every day. 

A reminder that we are visiting IWM Duxford on Tuesday 7th January. Please ensure your child arrives 
at school promptly at 8:10am. All pupils are to come to school in their full school uniform’ but 
should wear footwear that lends itself to lots of walking! A warm, waterproof coat is a must. 
Children will require a backpack so that they can carry around their packed lunch, snack and 
drinks for the day, but be comfortable and free to explore! No spending money is needed. We 
are due to arrive back at school at between 3:45 and 4:00pm.  

 


