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Y4 Term 4 Learning Journey: Potions 

 
 
Subject coverage 

 

 
Please see the knowledge organiser sent with this document to find out what skills, knowledge and  
understanding your child is expected to have by the end of next term in science and their curriculum  
project. 
 
 

English 
Journey Stories 

Maths 
Understanding decimals, multi-
plying and dividing by multiples 
of 10. Number stories and rea-
soning using all 4 operations. 

Capacity 
 

Science 
  

Solids, liquids and gasses 

History 
 The history of medicines 

Computing 
 Exploring the differences  

between the Internet and the 
World Wide Web 

Design & Technology  
Designing and making electronic  

quizzes 
  

Geography 
  

Music 
 Singing for production 

PE 
Real PE and Gymnastics  

 
PSHE 

 How do my relationships with 
others affect my health? 

RE 
 What does it mean to be a 

Buddhist? 
 

Art  
Drawing and sculpture (using 

clay) 

Poisonous potions, aromatic brews, vapour or a sticky goo…  

Welcome to the amazing world of potions! By reading Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, we’ll learn all about    
mysterious potions and write our own versions of a journey story. In science, we’ll sort everyday items into solids, 
liquids and gases. Using our investigation skills, we’ll explore capacity and the properties of liquids. We’ll also design 
and make fabulous bottles for magical potions! Becoming super scientists, we’ll investigate chemical reactions and 
states of matter, and research the use of anaesthetic— what was life like without it? The play, Romeo and Juliet will 
help us to discover how magical potions were used as early medicine. We’ll write spells and create potions with 
magical, strange or gruesome effects – what ingredients will we use? It will also be great fun to make our own bath 
bombs! We will also be busy this term learning songs and dances for our production, ‘Alice the Musical’, which  we 
will be performing at the end of term.  



 
Suggested reads 
 
Why not pop along to your local library and see what books they have about medicine or potions? Here 
are some recommended reads: 
 

The Witches - Roald Dahl 
Professor Pluffendorf’s Secret Potions - Robin Tzannes 
The secret formula (Science Quest) Dan Green 
Matter (Moving up With Science) - Peter Riely 
Incredible Edibles - A Science flavoured cookbook - Stefan Gates 
The Solid Truth about States of matter - Agnieszka Biskup 

 
 
Optional home learning challenges 
 
If after completing their reading, spelling practice and TT Rockstars games, your child would like to 
complete additional home learning challenges, here are some ideas of projects they could attempt and 
bring in to share with their class teacher for bonus merits: 
 
• Make a list of all the solids, liquids and gases you can find at home. Are they kept safely?  
• Make a sketch of any interesting bottles you have at home. Remember to add patterns, textures, 

shading and finer details!  
• Make homemade perfume or potions using things you find in the kitchen, garden or bathroom 

(before you start check with an adult which substances are safe to use). Use a pestle and mortar to 
grind up the things you find. Add liquid and strain to get rid of the lumpy bits. What have you 
made?  

• Calculate how many litres of water it takes to fill your bath. Which uses less water, the shower or 
the bath? How can you find out?  

• Make ice lollies at home. Can you add a surprise ingredient that reveals itself as the ice melts?  
• Visit your local library or bookshop to search for other plays and stories on the theme of potions. 

Write a book review and share it with others in your class.  
 
 
Useful information 
 
• Y4 are scheduled to do PE on Tuesdays and Wednesdays but this can change without notice so 

please ensure your child has their full PE kit in school every day. Please provide your child with 
warm weather kit as well as indoor clothes.  

• Parents’ evening will take place on Thursday March 12th. Keep an eye out for details of how to 
book. If you have been invited to a PGP review meeting by your child’s class teacher, you do not 
need to book a parents’ evening appointment too. 

 
 


