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Y5 Project 3 Learning Journey: Alchemy Island 
 
It’s time to suspend your disbelief and open your mind. We’re going on a magical journey to Alchemy Island.  
 
Can you find the gold hidden deep within the island’s mysterious landscape? The only way is to study the 
map, unravel the riddle and begin your adventure. On the way, you must do all you can to learn about gold 
and master the ancient art of alchemy. Be creative and try to impress the island’s team of ace alchemists. 
Will they praise your scientific expertise? What if there were a video game version of Alchemy Island? Could 
you compose a stunning soundtrack to bring this mysterious landscape to life? You’ve got your map, 
coordinates and everything else you need to make your way across Alchemy Island. Don’t forget to pack 
your imagination. Got your suitcase ready? Then let the journey begin. 
 

Subject coverage 
English 

 
Grammar skills and application in 

short burst writing 
 

Portal Stories – focussing on 
openings and endings 

 

Maths 
 

Arithmetic securing the four 
operations; area and perimeter; 

statistics (reading and 
interpreting tables) reflection 

and translation; and properties 
of shapes including finding the 
area and perimeter of squares 

and rectangles  

Science 
 

Properties of materials 

History 
 
 
 

Computing 
 

Digital literacy – using remote 
learning platforms 

 
iProgram 

 

Design & Technology 
 

Design and make a torch for 
‘Shadowly Caves’ 

 

Geography  
 

Using compass points and grid 
references to interpret maps, 
including Ordnance Survey 

maps. 
 

Music 
 

Body Percussion – Keeping a 
beat (during school closure) 

 
Creating a soundtrack for a story 

PE 
 

30 mins daily exercise  
(during school closure) 

 
REAL Gym & Daily Mile  

(upon return) 
 

PSHE 
 

Dreams and Goals: What could 
my future look like? 

RE 
 

Why was he known as ‘Jesus the 
healer’? 

 
(Christianity) 

 

French 
 

Revision of basic vocab  
(during school closure) 

 
Au Café (upon return) 

 
 
Please see the knowledge organisers sent with this document to find out what skills, knowledge and 
understanding your child is expected to gain in science and their curriculum project. 
 
 



 

 
 
Suggested reads 
Here are some recommended reads: 

A Wizard of Earthsea -  Ursula K. Le Guin 
            The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe - C.S. Lewis 

The Tempest (A Shakespeare Story) - Andrew Matthews  
Shadow Forest  Waterstones - Matt Haig  
Coraline - Neil Gaiman 
Tom's Midnight Garden - Philippa Pearce  
Frozen in Time  - Ali Sparkes  
Where the Wild Things Are -  Maurice Sendak  
The Magic Faraway Tree - Enid Blyton  
Crystal & Gem  - DK  
Howl's Moving Castle - Diana Wynne Jones  
The Edge Chronicles: The Curse of the Gloamglozer-Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell 
The Apothecary - Maile Meloy 

 
Optional home learning challenges 
 
If after completing their assignments, reading and TT Rock Stars and Spelling Shed practice, your child 
would like to complete additional home learning challenges, here are some ideas of projects they could 
attempt and share with their class teacher for bonus merits: 
 

• Find out if your family owns any objects that contain gold or another precious 
metal or gemstone. Write a fact sheet about the properties and common uses of 
one or more of these precious elements. 

• Find out about the work of an alchemist and write a non-chronological report, 
      including facts, diagrams and illustrations. 
• Make a list of foods that change state when heated or cooled, such as eggs, 

water, butter and chocolate. Plan and make a dish for your family that includes 
foods from your list. 

• Look at the periodic table. Can you learn the atomic numbers and symbols for 
different metals, such as lead, copper, silver, zinc, iron and platinum? 

• Find out about the life and works of famous chemists in history. Write a short 
biography of a chemist who sparks your interest, such as Marie Curie or Robert 
Boyle. 

• Research popular children’s stories that feature portals into other worlds. Draw 
a picture of your favourite portal from one of the stories and surround it with 
descriptive phrases. 

• Find the words to the Song of the Witches from Macbeth. See if you can learn it 
off by heart and make a recording. 

• Finish your home learning by writing a summary of the topic, explaining what you 
have learned about alchemy, precious metals and changes of state. 
 

Useful websites 
  
Easy-to-read information about materials and their properties. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z27w2hv 
 
Information about materials and their properties with clear images and explanations. 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/materials/ 

 
Child-friendly, interesting facts about gold. 
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/metals/gold.html 

 
Bullet-pointed facts about gold 
https://sciencewithkids.com/science-facts/facts-about-gold.html 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z27w2hv
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/materials/
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/metals/gold.html
https://sciencewithkids.com/science-facts/facts-about-gold.html

