
Key vocabulary 

alchemy  A form of chemistry studied in the Middle Ages which involved 
trying to discover how to change ordinary metals into gold. 

hardness The quality of being solid, stiff and difficult to bend or break. 

magnetism A physical property of some metals such as iron, produced by 
electric currents, that causes forces between objects, either pulling 
them towards each other or pushing them apart. 

transparency The quality of something, such as glass, that allows you to see 
through it.  

electrical 
conductor 

An object or type of material that allows the flow of charge 
(electrical current) in one or more directions. Materials made of 
metal are common electrical conductors.  

thermal conductor A material that allows energy in the form of heat to be transferred 
within the material without any movement of the material itself. 

durable Likely to last for a long time without breaking or getting weaker. 

malleable A material that can be hit or pressed into different shapes easily 
without breaking or cracking. 

solubility  The ability to be dissolved in a liquid. 

solution The process of dissolving a solid or gas in a liquid.  

dissolved To mix a solid with a liquid and it becomes part of it. 

particle A very small piece of matter. 

filter A device containing paper, sand, chemicals, etc. that a liquid or gas is 
passed through in order to remove any materials that are not 
wanted. 

sieve A tool for separating solids from liquids or larger solids from smaller 
solids, made of a wire or plastic net attached to a ring. 

substance A type of solid, liquid or gas that has particular qualities 

solvent  A substance, especially a liquid, that can dissolve another substance. 

reversible change  A change that can be undone or reversed.  

irreversible change  When a material cannot be changed back to its original state.  




