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Y6 Project 3 Learning Journey: A Child’s War 
 
A siren sounds and a Spitfire zooms overhead! It’s 1939 and Britain is at war.  
 
During this project, we’ll imagine what it was like to be evacuated and live with a family other than our own. 
Using different source materials, we’ll learn about evacuation and write letters to our families ‘back home’. 
We’ll plot the Second World War’s events on a timeline and learn about rationing, Pearl Harbour and the 
Battle of Britain. From a range of maps, we’ll identify safe and dangerous places during the war and make 
persuasive posters to support the war effort. After reading an extract from The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne 
Frank, we’ll write our own diaries. From a range of sources, we’ll find out about children and school during 
the war and learn about discrimination that existed at the time. We’ll learn about what it was like during the 
Blitz and think about how soldiers might have felt. In D&T, we’ll cook a creative wartime dish/ treat using 
our ‘rations’ (or a ‘Lockdown Leftovers Lunch’ using whatever is in the fridge!). 
 
 

Subject coverage 
English 

 
Grammar skills and application in 

short burst writing 
 

Maths 
 

Arithmetic speed and accuracy; 
area and perimeter; translation; 

reflection; and properties of 
shapes including quadrilaterals 

and triangles  

Science 
 

Light 
 

Electricity 
 

History 
 

The study of WWII including 
significant people and events 

 

Computing 
 

Digital literacy – using remote 
learning platforms 

 
Online safety 

 

Design & Technology 
 

‘Make Do’ meals: prepare and 
cook a dish using only available 

rations 
 

Geography  
 

Locate places in the UK and 
wider world using eight compass 

points and six-figure grid 
references 

 

Music 
 

Wartime songs 

PE 
 

30 mins daily exercise  
(during school closure) 

 
REAL PE unit 3 & Daily Mile 

(upon return) 
 

PSHE 
 

Dreams and Goals: How could 
my life choices impact on the 

wider world? 

RE 
 

What do Humanists value and 
why? 

 
(Humanism) 

French 
 

Revision of basic vocab  
(during school closure) 

 
La Seconde Guerre Mondiale 

(upon return) 
 

 
Please see the knowledge organisers sent with this document to find out what skills, knowledge and 
understanding your child is expected to gain in science and their curriculum project. 
 
 



 

 
 
Suggested reads 
 
Why not look on MyON with your child to see what books are available about World War 2? If you are 
looking to treat your child to a new book, these may be of interest: 
 

• Who was Anne Frank? by Ann Abramson 
• Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 
• War Boy: A Wartime Childhood 
• The Lion and the Unicorn by Shirley Hughes 
• The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 
• World War II – DK Eyewitness 

 
 
 
Optional home learning challenges 
 
If after completing their assignments, reading and TT Rock Stars and Spelling Shed practice, your child 
would like to complete additional home learning challenges, here are some ideas of projects they could 
attempt and bring in to share with their class teacher for bonus merits: 
 

• Keep a diary and record things that are happening in your life.  
• Talk to friends or family about their wartime or post-war memories or experiences. Write down or 

record their responses.  
• Make a scrapbook of Second World War images and write captions for each one. Consider how 

the people in the photographs may be feeling.  
• Make do and mend! Can you revamp some of your old clothes to make new clothes? Maybe you 

could ‘upcycle’ some unwanted household items and make them useful in a whole new way! Bring 
them to school to show your classmates and share your ideas.  

• Find out what happened in Rushden during the War. Were any children evacuated or did your 
local area host evacuees?  

• Find some wartime recipes and make a typical meal using foods that would have been rationed at 
the time. Can you work out the nutritional value of the meal?  

• Record a wartime radio broadcast. If possible, use an audio editing package to add sound effects, 
such as air raid sirens or overhead aircraft.  

• Dig for Victory! Find out about the types of vegetables people were encouraged to grow during 
WWII and have a go at growing or cooking some! Popular vegetables included potatoes, cabbage 
and cauliflowers.  

• Imagine you are an evacuee: you’re allowed to take just one book with you to your new home. 
Which one would you take? Conduct a survey amongst family and friends to find out which book 
they would choose and why. Present your findings in any way you wish.  

• Imagine a child has been evacuated to your home. How would you make them feel welcome? How 
could you support them if they were missing their home or family? Which places in your local area 
would you like to show them? Record your ides in a way of your choosing. 

 
 
Useful websites 

• National Geographic: World War 2 facts for kids  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/world-war-two/  

• Ducksters: World War II for kids  
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/  

• DK find out: World War II facts for kids 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/  

• Britannica: World War II  
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/World-War-II/353934  
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