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Keeping you informed:  Miss Kaur—Headteacher                              Friday  28th May 2021  

Dear parents & carers  

We have already reached the mid-way point of 

the final term. This half term has once again had 

many challenges for children and adults alike! Life 

in bubbles will continue into our final term as we 

continue to follow the updated government 

guidance.   

The value of ‘Perseverance’ saw twelve new 

Values Ambassadors highlighted for their own 

personal successes. Well done to them all. I must 

add all children have shown real perseverance 

and resilience, and coped remarkably well with 

changes in school. Well done to them all.   

Next term, we launch our new value of 

‘Courage’. I know we have all need a bit of 

courage to get through tricky times!  

This term, we really enjoyed our History Week 

experiences; the children (and staff) looked 

amazing. A huge thank you to all parents & carers 

for making our showcase day spectacular. We 

were bowled over by Romans, Vikings, Egyptians, 

and Mayans. We look forward to doing this all 

over again next year.  

This term all parents and carers were given the 

opportunity to meet their child’s teacher virtually. 

A huge thank you to all those who met their 

child’s teacher and caught up on their latest 

achievements.   

We are very much hoping transition days will take 

place for children in July. Our internal transition 

days will be on July 1st and 2nd. We also plan to 

meet our new Year 2 children at school on these 

dates. Year 6 will be provided with further 

information from their individual Year 7 settings.   

We wish Miss Bateman all the best as she begins 

her maternity leave over half term. At the end of 

term 6, we will see Mrs Jennings return from her 

maternity leave. South End babies are certainly 

arriving at speed!  

We wish you all a safe half term break. Please do 

keep me informed over any positive tests over the 

break  

(mailto:gkaur@southend-jun.northants.sch.uk) 

See you at the gate  
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History Week – Year 3  

 

 

Year 3 had a fantastic week learning about the 

Romans. We kick started our journey back in time by 

researching the rotten Romans and their gruesome 

habits. Then, we jumped into character to re-enact a 

Roman battle. Using cardboard shields, we worked as 

a team to create 3 different defence formations – the 

Tortoise, the Square and the Pig’s Head. This helped us 

to write some amazing reports by applying our skills 

from English lessons.  

After learning about democracy and Roman leaders who influenced Britain, we cast our 

votes to decide who would be the most effective ruler; Emperor Hadrian won! We also 

practised our debating skills in order to decide whether fortified walls, like those built by 

the Romans, should be built around more towns and cities.  

To showcase our creative talents, we created Roman style 

mosaics to decorate our classrooms. We also applied our 

knowledge of Roman numerals from maths lessons to create 

Roman coins using clay. 

It really was a brilliant week, jam-packed with lessons about 

Roman life. We learnt so much and had a great time sharing 

our knowledge with the rest 

of the school in our history 

showcase afternoon.  
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History Week – Year 4 
 
 

 

 

Year 4 have a had a fantastic week exploring the Viking 

world. They wrote personal diary entries from the perspective 

of adults and children of the time, explaining how tiresome 

and difficult some of their days were. They learnt about the 

Viking Gods and wrote descriptions about the contrasting 

worlds of Jotunheim (The home of the giants), Midgard (The 

home of the humans) and Asgard (The home of the gods). 

Within the paradise of Valhalla, the children imagined the discussions that might have 

taken place and wrote conversations between the Gods - there 

were certainly some interesting insights into this magical place. 

 

Using mixed media of pastels, watercolour and pencil, the 

children created outstanding artwork of Viking longships sailing 

across turbulent waters in search of new land to invade. They 

also discovered that the Vikings had strong connections with 

animals, and these were often found in their artwork. The 

children made clay brooches replicating some of the intricate 

Viking designs and images of animals. 

 

Year 4 also enjoyed re-enacting a Viking invasion. Our intrepid explorers sailed in their 

longships across the waters through storms and inclement weather. Once on dry land, 

they searched and pillaged the local villages, fighting with the locals and invading their 

villages. They built new longhouses for them to live in and set up their trades before 

heading off again in their longships for further areas to invade. Dramatic expression was 

in abundance as the children adopted their character roles 

and perfected the Viking lifestyle brilliantly. It truly was a fully 

immersive and fantastic week of learning about the Vikings.   
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Year 5 are still in de-Nile about history week coming to an end, but what a fantastic week it was. It was 

great to feel an air of excitement and curiosity throughout the area and the children were even sharing 

facts that they had researched at home!  

It all began with a discussion about what the children already knew about the 

Egyptians and what they wanted to discover. Through creative activities, the chil-

dren transformed themselves into an Egyptian pharaoh focusing on the shapes, 

patterns and eye make-up that played a big part of Egyptian life.  

During the week, they investigated what milk would be best for Cleopatra to 

bathe in by testing out the PH levels of different types of milk. Why not ask your 

children which milk turned out to be the best for the last pharaoh of Ancient 

Egypt? Not only did they explore which milk would be best, but they also retold 

the life of Cleopatra in the form of a comic strip. Her ending was a tragedy alt-

hough nobody knows for sure if the story is true.  

When it was time to get active, the children showed a great determination and 

perseverance in learning some Egyptian dance moves to form their own sequence. The week was 

rounded off with a fantastic showcase where every year group was able to share their learning for the 

week. A huge thank you to the students who took part in presenting the activities carried out throughout 

the week. They were great representatives for South End Junior!  

April – I enjoyed the dressing up and testing the milk too! 

Charlie – I really enjoyed learning the hieroglyphics. 

Lolly – I liked the art because it was fun. 

Diamond – I liked the art. I enjoyed the freedom and choice of my design. 

Year 5 
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Throughout SEJ’s ‘History Week’, Year 6 have been 

learning all about Mexico and the Maya. We have explored 

this unique country, from its towering temples and stunning 

geography, to its intriguing history and fun festivals! 
 

At the start of the week, pupils deepened their geographical 

knowledge of modern-day Mexico through map study and 

exploring land use and settlements. They went on to look at maps of Mesoamerica during Mayan 

times and the locations of significant ancient cities such as Chichén Itzá, Palanque, Copan and 

Tikal. While transported back to 250AD, Year 6 learnt about the Mayan way of life including 

home, diet, beliefs and inventions.  
 

Pupils have used their English knowledge of information texts to write a 

report on the long-standing Mexican 

festival, Día de los Muertos - more 

commonly known as the Day of the Dead. 

As well as incorporating subject specific 

information and vocabulary, pupils 

demonstrated varied sentence structures, 

high level punctuation and the use of 

relevant features of the text type. To 

compliment the writing, pupils also innovated and painted their own sugar skull 

designs as they are a dominant feature of this festival.  
 

We even managed to bring Mayan life into our PE by playing a ‘lighter’ 

version of their traditional and sacred game, Pok-A-Tok. However, we 

decided to drop the Mayan rule for punishing the loser as this was torture, 

loss of all or many possessions or even death! 
 

Chloe, Josh, Noel, Gracie, Brooke and Ayden took on 

the role of Mayan experts for our ‘Showcase’ afternoon 

on Friday. Dressed in Mexican or Mayan themed attire, 

they manned their stand and explained to other year 

group bubbles what they had learnt over the course of 

the week and shared some writing, project and art 

samples. 
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A huge thank you to all parents/carers who send 

their child to school every 

day and on time.  

 

We have noticed a number 

of children arriving later 

than their designated time. 

Please ensure your child 

arrives on time as morning 

tasks are being missed by several children. Late 

arrivals also distract the learning of other 

children in the classes.  

 

Attendance surgeries will continue in Term 6 for 

any families who may have barriers to attending 

school regularly. We also continue to report any 

unauthorised holiday requests to the Local 

Authority for them to issue fixed penalty notices.  

At South End Junior, if your child 

has received a bang to the 

head during the day, we will 

send you a text so that we can 

be sure that you are aware that 

this has happened, and you can 

continue to monitor them when 

they come home.  Please be 

rest assured that 

if the bang to 

the head is 

deemed serious, 

or we have any 

concerns, we 

will telephone 

you. 
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Due to the fact that we have a number of children in school with a nut allergy, may we 

remind you (and advise any new parents/carers) that we request you do not send your 

children into school with nuts or a product that has pieces of nut in it.  This will include 

peanut butter and Nutella. 

This does not mean you cannot send your child with products that have been 

manufactured in a place where nuts have previously been contained.   

We thank you for your understanding and appreciate your co-operation in 

helping to reduce risks and keep everyone safe. 

If you are parking in the streets and roads around the school, 

could I ask you please to consider whether you are driving and 

parking safely?  

Please let’s try and keep everyone safe. Not just our children but 

cyclists, local residents and other members of our community. 

Can we remind you that parents and carers are not permitted on site to drop children 

off in the morning unless they have been given permission from the school? Also, when 

clubs are on after school, the barrier will not be lifted for you to collect your children. 

You will need to park off site and walk in. 

Thank you in advance of your  co-operation 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

HALF TERM      

7th June 

School Open 

 

 

8th June 9th June 10th June 

New Intake Evening 

For Yr 2 pupils 

11th June 

• FAB Friday 

 

14th June 

 

 

 

15th June 16th June 17th June 18th June 

• FAB Friday 

• VIP 

 

21st June 

Test week 

Yr 5 Bubble Sport 

Event—Pupils only 

 

22nd June  

Test week 

Yr 6 Bubble Sport 

Event—Pupils only 

23rd June 

Test week 

Yr 4 Bubble Sport 

Event—Pupils only 

24th June 

Test week 

Yr 3 Bubble Sport 

Event—Pupils only 

25th June 

• FAB Friday 

28th June 

 

 

 

29th June 

 

30th June 

 

1st July 

Transition Day 1 

 

2nd July 

• FAB Friday 

Transition Day 2 

5th July 

Yr 5 Bikeability 

Wrenn Transition Day 1 

Southfield Transition 

Day 

6th July 

Yr 5 Bikeability 

Sharnbrook         

transition day1 

Wrenn Transition Day 2 

 

7th July 

Yr 5 Bikeability 

Sharnbrook         

transition day 2 

8th July 

Yr 5 Bikeability 

 

   

9th July 

• FAB Friday 

Yr 6 Leavers event 

12th July 13th July 

 

 

 

14th July 

 

 

 

15th July 

 

 

 

16th July 

• FAB Friday 

Yr 6 Graduation 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

3.00pm 

Summer Break 

 
SAFEGUARDING AT SOUTH END 

At South End Safeguarding all children remains our priority. If you have any worries or concerns, please see one of the following members of staff: 

                     Miss Kaur- Lead Designated Safeguarding Lead                             Mrs Gibbs & Mrs Izycky- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. 


