
 

Agriculture: the science or practice of farming  

Biome: forest or tundra.  

Drought: a prolonged period of low rainfall  

Import: bring (goods or services) into a coun-
try from abroad for sale.  



Animal life cycles 
All animals, including humans, are born, they get older and bigger 

and some will go on to have children. In the end, all animals die. We 

call this a life cycle.  Animals are small when they start life. Over time, 

they grow bigger and their bodies change. They can then reproduce 

to allow the cycle to continue.  

Key vocabulary 

anther Male part of a flower that makes pollen (which contain 
the male gametes (sex cells)). 

asexual                
reproduction 

One parent is needed to create an offspring, which is an 
exact copy of the parent. 

carpel The female part of a flower, consisting of the stigma, style, 
ovary and ovules. 

fertilise The action of fusing the male and female sex cells in order 
to develop an egg. 

filament Male part of a flower that holds up the anther. 

germination The development of a plant from a seed or spore after a 
period of dormancy.  

gestation The length of a pregnancy. 

life cycle The journey of changes that take place throughout the life 
of a living thing including birth, growing up and reproduc-
tion. 

metamorphosis An abrupt and obvious change in the structure of an ani-
mal’s body and their behaviour. 

ovary Female part of a flower that contains the ovules. 

ovule The female gamete (sex cell). 

pollination The transfer of pollen to a stigma to allow fertilisation. 

reproduction The process of new living things being made. 

sepal   

sexual                  
reproduction 

Two parents are needed to make offspring which are simi-
lar but not identical to either parent. 

stamen The male part of the flower, consisting of a thin stem, 
called the filament, and the anther that is covered with 
pollen. 

stem Supports the leaves and flowers and transports water 
around the plant. 

stigma Female part of a flower that is sticky to catch grains of pol-
len. 

style Female part of a flower – tube that pollen travels down to 
reach the ovary. 

venom a poisonous substance secreted by animals  

Antennae: a pair of long, thin sensory appendages on the 
heads of insects, 

Exoskeleton: a rigid external covering for the body in some 
invertebrate animals  


